like a criminal tribe. Even if the charge was true,
;he State could not banish them. The right way would
be to reform and induce them to become worthy citizens.
PRICES AND DECONTROL
A friend said that where he was living, decontrol
had caused a rise in the price of sugar. Gandhiji said
that in other places prices were reported to have fallen.
There must be a local cause for a local rise.
CONTROL ON PETROL
There was the  transport difficulty which came in
the  way  of proper   distribution.   Dr.   Mathai  had  his
difficulties. There was shortage of coal and wagons. The
Minister was trying to overcome  them as early as he
could.  India carried on her business when there were
no railways. But now when she had them, shortage of
transport caused a real difficulty. What was then a proper
substitute for or addition to railway transport? Motor'
transport at once came to the mind.   But that transport
could not function if there was no petrol. This pointed
to the removal of the control over petrol. He did not
know why it should be difficult. One could not do things
by halves.  If control had to go, it should at least go
from petrol. Petrol was not a thing which was required
by everybody. The Government might keep enough for
their own requirements. They could any day buy petrol
in   the   black  market  in   daylight.   If motor  transport
became easily available, there would be no dearness in
the price of salt. He was told that production of salt
was fair enough but the difficulty of transport came in
the way.
COMPOST MANURE
The food shortage was due to deficient production.
One  potent way of increasing production  was proper
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